UT 


A Weekly Review of News, Books and Public Affairs 


Volume 3 August 


1961 Number 33 





“Carelessness” in NSA. 
Behind the FPCC.. . 
Unpasting the Labels 
Coincidence? .... 
Why Newburgh Acted 
Who's on Top? . 





Spacemen, Food, and Defense . 


Book Review . 








SPACEMEN, FOOD, AND DEFENSE 


The soviet Union presumably 
puts a man into orbit around 
the earth. The next day, Red 
dictator Khrushchev asks for 
a summit meeting on Berlin. 
There’s a story out of Russia 
that the man-in-the-street 
was much more interested in 
what his astronaut had for 
breakfast, lunch, and dinner 
than he was in the space 
achievement. It’s probably 
only a story, but it does 
point up a fact which Ameri- 
cans often lose sight of - 
that the communist regime may 
be able to put a man in orbit 


but it cannot decently feed 
its people. And that’s one 
reason Khrushchev wants anoth- 
er summit meeting. As we have 
reported many times, and as 
Victor Riesel now reports 
from Curope in Human Events, 
Khrushchev is in trouble - 
plenty of trouble. Mr. Riesel 
says even the Russian people 
know it; only the Americans do 
not. He points to a number of 
sectors in the Soviet economy 
which would fall apart under 
the strain of war, even a 
small war. He says: ‘Khrushchev 
is in trouble at home. Why do 








we let him bluff us abroad?’ 
Meantime, here at home the 
suspicion is growing that the 
New Frontiersmen use the 
Berlin crisis as a means of 
putting over their weird 
spending schemes. It is the 
old New Veal gimmick of cri- 
sis-government to justify 
continually increased spend- 
ing, plus the notion that we 
can settle all problems by 
simply flinging about more 
money. The suspicion applies 
even to spending on defense, 
because more money does not 
necessarily mean more ard 
better defense for America 
Here is a good example - only 
one out of hundreds, even 
thousands. The Comptroller- 
General checked a mere 225 
items bought by the Defense 
Department. He said nearly 
half of them ‘appeared ques- 
tionable.’ What did he mean? 


**CARELESSNESS” IN NSA 

The carelessness of the 
federal bureaucrats with oth- 
er people’s money seems to be 
equalled only by their care- 
lessness with the security of 
the United States. We do not 
mean all the federal bureau- 
crats. There are great numbers 
of loyal, devoted citizens in 
the government service. But 
there are also others —- and 


To take a single instance, the 
Chicago ordnance district 
spent nearly $84,000 of your 
money to buy a new turret 
lathe. At the moment it did 
so, there were five such 
lathes on the surplus list of 
the Air Force and Navy. The 
Comptroller-General said that 
millions of dollars were 
wasted each year by the Pen- 
tagon in this way alone. But 
a Pentagon bureaucrat thought 
these examples of unnecessary 
buying ‘were within reasonable 
limits.’ Well, why not? It’s 
not his money —- it’s yours. 
Perhaps this is what Khrush- 
chev is banking on —- on the 
United States wrecking itself 
with waste, extravagance and 
socialist measures; while he 
hangs on with the summitry he 
so badly needs to quiet his 
dissatisfied, hungry and 
restless slaves. 


it does not take very many to 
do great harm - who would 
rather risk the security of 
180 million Americans than be 
tagged as a “cCarthyite or a 
militant anti-communist. We 
reported several months ago 
that the State Department 
last year had uncovered 18 
security risks. This fact was 
characterized by one congress- 
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‘about par for the 
course’ — despite all our 
terrible past experiences 
with the harm which a single 
security risk can do in a 
strategic government post. 
Now the House Un-Americ an 
Activities Committee has re- 
vealed that the National 
Security Agency has had to 
fireno less than 26 so-called 
‘sex deviates’ - the sort of 
person who is a patsy for Hed 
blackmail. The National Se- 
curity Agency is a super-se- 
cret Washington outfit which 
is supposed to be one of our 
most important and strategic 
agencies. Last year, two of 
its code clerks defected to 
Soviet Hussia. The recent 
dismissal of the 26 risks 
came about not because the 


man as 


National Security Agency was 
now on its toes, but because 
the House Un-American Activi- 
ties Committee dug into the 
Agency as a result of the 
flight to liussia of the two 
code clerks. It may be hard 
to believe, but half of these 
unreliable characters were 
hired by the Agency in the 
last year. The Un-American 
Activities Committee also re- 
vealed that an assistant 
director of this super-secret 
government outfit, in charge 
of personnel, had made what 
the Committee called ‘false 
and misleading’ statements 
on his own application for 
government employment. The 
embarrassed bureaucrat put it 
down to his own carelessness- 
in the National Security 
Agency, mind you! One example 
of his carelessness was in 
declaring that he had a de- 
gree from the Harvard Law 
School, whereas he had at- 
tended Harvard for only a 
year. Perhaps he just could 
not resist invoking the magic 
name of Harvard in order to 
get a job in Washington. 

3ut we cannot help noting 
again that had the government 
and its leaders listened to 
courageous men like Senator 
McCarthy and others, instead 
of turning on them all the 
resources of smear and vili- 








fication, we would not today 
face situations like this at 


BEHIND THE FPCC 

On top of this came some 
revelations by the Senate 
Internal Security Committee 
about an outfit called the 
Fair Play for Cuba Committee. 
This is a privately-organized 
group which has been beating 
the drums for the communist 
dictator of Cuba, Fidel 
Castro. It claims membership 
in chapters on 37 college 
campuses around the United 
States. The Internal Security 
Committee openly brands it as 
a ‘thriving communist propa- 
ganda front.’ When the col- 
leges re-open in another 
month or so, you might be in- 
terested in checking to see 
whether any of the money you 
put up for your sons’ and 
daughters’ college education 
goes to support this Fair 
Play for Cuba Committee in 
the form of dues. 

Its present director is a 
Negro gentleman named itichard 
Gibson. He was once a news 
writer for one of the largest 
radio and television networks. 
He told the Internal Security 
Committee that he is not a 
communist (he also said Castro 
is not a communist). But when 
asked about the connection of 


one of the most critical 
periods in our history. 


a named Communist Party mem- 
ber with the Fair Play for 
Cuba Committee, he hid behind 
the Fifth Amendment, as he 
did on a number of other im- 
portant questions. One of 
these had to do with the truth 
or falsity of a statement in 
an advertisement by the Fair 
Play for Cuba Committee in 
the New York Times. It de- 
clared that the outfit was 
supported ‘by the contribu- 
tions of fair-minded Ameri- 
cans.’ Actually, it was shown 
earlier that this group, 
whose purpose is to make us 
love Castro, got money from 
Fidel’s government. Mr. Gib- 
son’s predecessor as director 
of the group lied to the In- 
ternal Security Committee 
about this fact - and then 
beat it out of the country 
before he could be grabbed 
for perjury. In fact this 
man, whose name is HKobert 
Taber, was one of the founders 
of the Fair Play for Cuba 
Committee. He, too, was a 
former newsman for the same 
radio and TV network that 
once employed Mr. Gibson. 
Taber had quite a background 
for a man who was propagand- 
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izing American college stu- 
dents in favor of Fidel 
Castro. He had served a prison 
sentence in Ohio for armed 
robbery, auto larceny and 
kidnapping. He is now in Cuba, 
the land of his hero, doing 
propaganda for Castro and 
keeping beyond the subpoena- 
servers of the Internal Se- 
curity Committee to which he 
lied under oath. 

It might be well to remem- 
ber that it is for revealing 
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Book Review 
UNPASTING THE LABELS 
CONFESSIONS OF A OONFORMIST 
by Morris Freedman, 224 pages, 
Norton, N. Y., $3.95. 

It was bound to happen. The 
conforming non-conformists 
among the ‘liberal’ intellec- 
tuals have had it their own 
way too long. Given the as- 
sumption that a few among 
them really do think, one of 
their number was sure to tum 
on them one day and reveal 
them for what they really are. 
That is what Morris Freedman 
has done in this delightful 
and readable book. 

Mr. Freedman is a native 
New Yorker (only such a one 
could so devastatingly probe 


these assaults on, and threats 
to the security of the United 
States that the communists 
and their ‘liberal’ dupes 
constantly attack, smear and 
try to abolish the House Un- 
American Activities Committee 
and the Senate Internal Se- 
curity Committee. But these 
two committees of the Con- 
gress have the gratitude of 
all real Americans, and a 
prayer that they will always 
be with us. 
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that center of ‘intellectual - 
ism;’ see Chapter 2) who now 
lives in Albuquerque and 
teaches English at the Uni- 
versity of New Mexico. Besides 
teaching English, he knows how 
to write it -— two accomplish- 
ments that do not always go 
hand in hand. He has the gift 
of humor in showing up the 
foibles and fallacies of the 
non-conformist who conforms 
to non-conforming stimuli 
like Pavlov’s dogs, but he 
can also be deadly serious. 
In any case, he has written a 
wonderful antidote to the 
cliché-ridden ‘liberal’ con- 
formity which sees nothing 








good in American business, 
advertising, automobiles, 
Kepublicans, movies, religion 
- anything, in fact, that is 
not off-beat or queer. He 
takes apart, with a true 
thinking man’s analysis, the 
‘intellectual’ labeling of 
the ‘organization man,’ the 
‘hidden persauders,’ the ‘in- 
solent chariots’ and all the 
other shibboleths by which 
the powerful poseurs of our 
time live. 

The author calls himself a 
conformist because, as is the 
case with so many of us, he 
really does not mind a bit of 
chrome on his car; he enjoys 
a good Hollywood movie in 
preference to an Italian one 
in which decent lighting has 
no part in the budget; he 
would rather see a well-exe- 
cuted billboard on a highway 
than a sickly tree; he knows 
that American industry could 
not exist without both the 
conformists and non-conform- 
ists in business; he sees 
more poetry in good advertis- 
ing copy than in a beatnik 
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diatribe. But actually -again 
even as manyof us —Mr. Freed- 
man is neither conformist nor 
non-conformist. He is simply 
aware of what it means to be 
a free man, toarrive at one’s 
own likes and dislikes, be- 
liefs and disbeliefs, without 
having sneering labels pasted 
on them by a coterie of doc- 
trinaire ‘liberal’ intellec- 
tuals who are in reality the 
most stereotyped characters 
in our society. 

No doubt you will find here 
and there areas of disagree- 
ment with Mr. Freedman, but 
he would be the first to 
agree to your right to dis- 
agree, unlike those pretended 
defenders of freedom (their 
own) whom he puts under his 
microscope and dissects with 
such refreshing accuracy. We 
have so far failed to note 
any major reviews of this 
book in the ‘liberal’ review 
journals. Come on boys - 
you’ ve been dishing it out 
for a long time; now let’s 
see you take it. 

- Rosalie Gordon 


“‘We think it suits Nikita Khrushchev’s plans to aT to 
formulate a crisis somewhere every time it appears the Amer- 
ican people are sick and tired of carrying the burden of 
foreign aid. He is not averse to helping us squander our 
money, and it strikes us as more than just coincidence that 











7 
every time our foreign aid program appears to be in trouble 
the Soviet premier comes to the rescue by stirring up a 
crisis that the administration in power can use as a handy 
excuse for continuing our billion dollar giveaway. Just once 
in our lifetime we would like to see an American President 
and a Congress depart from the theory that all of our 
problems can be solved merely by spending more money we 
don’t have. - Fort Lauderdale (Fla.) NEWS 


WHY NEWBURGH ACTED 
“In Newburgh, N.Y., a city patrolman, married and the 
father of eight children, draws a monthly paycheck of $242. 
Living in the same town is a so-called ‘family unit’ of the 
same size, with a number of illegitimate children in it. The 
‘family unit’ draws $400 a month. The policeman works hard 
for his living. Nobody works in the $400 household.” 
- General Electric NEWS 


WHO’S ON TOP? 

“One of the largest radio-television networks recently 
went on an economy wave and ordered its vice-presidents and 
other executives to travel tourist when taking a plane. 

“The unionized cameramen and technicians have a contrac- 
tual clause entitling them to first-class transportation. 
They can ride in the front, two to a row with a side table 
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for the free drinks. Their bosses will ride in the rear, 
huddled three to a row, no free liquor, no paper bedroom 
slippers for tired feet. 

“The union theory is that no show can go on without the 
indispensable technical men. Is there nobody to claim that 
there would be no show that could go on without the unorgan- 
ized brass? It sells the sponsor, organizes not a union but 
a production, must meet the payroll, and hatches nine-tenths 
of the ulcers. And it travels tourist.” 


- Dallas (Tex. ) MORNING NEWS 
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